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Wow. The time at RendezVous 2013 was
simply amazing. Amazing on so many levels.

First and foremost, it gave us the space to
hear how God is calling us, pointing us to
where He wants us to be. For some of us,
that meant responding to the call of full
time ministry. For others, it meant a deeper
understanding and commitment to support
othermissionaries.Itrustthatall of usleftthe
conference with a renewed sense of how we
can live for God in terms of everyday mission.

At another level, it was amazing to meet and
share life with the global Alliance family. It
was such a unique and special experience,
to meet other family members from across
the world. Although we are so culturally dif-
ferent, this diversity only served to unite us
even more in the bond of Christ’s love. I'm
sure I am not the only one to have made
friends-for-life at the conference.

At the level of conference content, Ps Vinh
Doan was an amazing speaker. His dynamic
style easily captured our attention, but also
with depth and wisdom beyond his years,
he exhorted and challenged all of us in the
way we lived our lives for Christ. The Holy
Spirit used his words to touch many of our
hearts.

As we returned from China and Taiwan from
the short term missions, we were all amazed
at the different experiences and things we
learned. As we shared with each other, it
reinforced our experiences, and we realised
that even though each of the three teams
experienced different things and met differ-
ent people, we were all aware of how God
was working in these places. And it excites
us and spurs us to think about how else we
can be a part of God’s work.
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On a more personal note, it was a wonder-
fully fun, intense, and rewarding time for
me, but also an eye opening time. I gained
a deeper understanding and appreciation
for full time servants in the mission fields of
cross-cultural and local churches. I was also
stunned by the realisation that 2nd/3rd gen-
eration immigrants have massive potential
in cross-cultural ministries - simply because
they (including myself) were raised on the
border of two (or more) cultures. Among
this realisation, I am gaining more appre-
ciation of how God uses our upbringing
and gifts to serve Him, opening my mind to
such opportunities as in Wuhan, where my
strength in English is a valuable resource!

Lastly, but in no way the least, I wanted to
say a massive ‘Thank You’ to the amazing
organising committee. It is only through
the perseverance of every committee mem-
ber over the last 2 years that this confer-
ence came together as smoothly as it did.
In particular, the HK team were the pillar of
strength in all of the organising. Thank you
so much for making RendezVous 2013 such
an incredible journey! I truly look forward
to seeing everyone again at the next Ren-
dezVous in 2016.

Together in Christ,

Jason Wong

Chair of the RendezVous 2013
Organising Committee
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Going to the CAWF Thailand Mission trip in 2011
played a large role in stirring up my heart for
mission and realising its importance and urgen—
cy. This year (well, "13-"14), | am glad to have
the opportunity to go to CAWF Hong Kong/
China and serve once again with my fellow
brothers and sisters from all over the world.

For track B, | joined the Qingyuan team and got
to experience intense bike-riding, visiting the
churches of China, interacting with the village
people, eating Qingyuan chicken at least 2 times a
day, hearing the testimonies of brothers and sis—
ters in China, etc. During the few days we stayed,
through the sights we saw, things we did, sharing
we heard, God helped me to realise a few things.

In each different environment, there is a dif-
ferent approach to share the gospel. China was
challenging because of the restrictions set by
the government. However, we could still convey
God’s love through our actions and our conver—
sations, and it was especially encouraging to
hear from the sharing sessions that the Chi-
nese government acknowledged that Christians
had good influence to the people around them.

In the western world, it is very easy to say 'man
does not live on bread alone’ and enter into
mission fields with the determination to solely
spread the gospel. However, visiting the villages
of Qingyuan made it quite evident that assist—
ing with physical needs such as food and shel-
ter is important as well, because sometimes that
is the better way to show God's love for them.

Mission does not end after a mission trip ends; it is
something ongoing that Jesus Christ has commis—
sioned us to do. Although it can take a long time,
God is patient and the fruits of labour will be so
sweet. Let’s continue to faithfully serve our Lord
wherever we are and hopefully cross paths again
in the future!
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It has been a wonderful time during this 10 day
conference as | have met a lot of people from dif-
ferent areas like Canada, France, and Hong Kong
etc. | have seen and heard many talks, sharing,
testimonies which have made my eye open a lot
more. | look forward for the next CAWF confer-
ence as | am sure | will meet lots more people and
see what more God has given me to experience.

| was very blessed that | decided to take this oppor—
tunity to come all the way from Australia to Hong
Kong in December mainly just for the conference.
The facilities were pretty good like sports hall and
seeing the view from the grass area where we had
groups of photos taken during Track A was brilliant.

It was encouraging to see people willing to share
about their Track B experiences and also break
times where we had the opportunity to go out to
have dinner with people that you have not met before
especially from different countries as we may not
have another opportunity to see each other or not
that much. Even though we may not see each other
again, it was good that we were able to keep other
people’s contact details as there is social networking.

It was also good that after the conference, some of
us (in the Qingyuan team) were able to meet up again
and we are still keeping in contact with each other
as we are sharing our photos/videos with each oth—
er during the entire conference especially Track B.

| cannot wait to see where God will take me to
next after this conference and hope that my church
will be touched after | share my experiences with
them soon.
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In applying for this course, | really did
not know what to expect. | just knew
that | should go and see what a Chinese
conference in Hong Kong would be
like. Overall, | am really glad that | came
and was able to meet a lot of differ—
ent brothers and sisters from different
countries; and that we could sing prais—
es to God with our different languages.

The experience with Track A was quite
good as we got to go carolling on the
streets and bumped into other church
groups carolling nearby as well. | do
not get that experience at home. Also,
going out to meet one of the Indone-
sian churches was quite interesting
as | did not know there were Indo-
nesian nannies! Track B was also fun,
because | got to know my group fairly
well and with one heart and mind, we
served with a caring heart. The cycling
part of the trip brought a lot of joy to
my heart as | found out that primary
kids would be receiving the bikes.

| feel very blessed to have come and |
will gladly share my experience at my
home church and bring my teens the
next RendezVous conference.

A

BESMEREEERANE
- RENANEGTEHE -

(RAEEFEEFERTHEA
EEEERET - A - BRS
HAEHSMERKE - MRER
[E3th 75 B9 SR ST Ph IR AHAE - WA

[FIRYFE S —RIRESE M -

EITEA EHLBESERS
HRERE  EREMNERRER
SR | T API3E 0 E) EL (72 BT 3E
MEARESTREE - 55 - 8B
MIZMEBNEIENS - TR
ARER -  MAIRREEZES
BEZHENERIE ! ERTT
#B - HREL  EROMUEE
fthBxA&GEZ - T B FIR/O R
ARfs - P —RIBEBEREG - 17
BRE  EHEERASMAN/NES
E£-BOPRREL -

REBAEHASEERSEXIER
MAE - HRIESREEHEABC
MHEEDE  FTEHENESA
—RZ2MmMTFRHKE -

($:F)

This is my first short term mission, it
was very interesting. | have learned
a lot about the Christians in China.

Evangelism in China is not easy, we
have to do it slowly. We are encour—
aged to provide social service in order
to build up good relationship with the
locals. By following the religious pol-
icy of China, we have to be careful in
what we say in public; we do not have
to talk about Jesus openly, but would
pray individually in our mind if needed.

| was the only French going to Qingyuan,
| had to speak Cantonese during the five—
day trip. Despite | have basic vocabular-
ies in Cantonese, there are some words
that | do not understand; consequently,
the trip enhanced my ability of speaking
Cantonese. | have also met people from
various countries and share our different
lifestyle. | hope | can do other short term
missions in the future.
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Thank God for His grace! The second CAWF
RendezVous has successfully come to an end.
| believe that every participating delegate had
different messages to take home but how we
move these from our hearts to our spiritual
lives is our main task from now on.

As a Hong Kong native, it is easy to get lost in
the busyness of this fast—paced city’s rhythm
and stress. Maybe we haven't quieted down
ourselves for a long time to experience God
and think about His goodness. In the Lord's
name we gathered in RendezVous, experi—
enced a different Christmas holiday, and ven—
tured out to three different places to expand
our horizons and walk with the missionaries to
the forefront of the mission field. It ignited our
care for missionaries and our participation and
support towards mission work.

Although there were some language barri—
ers with overseas brothers and sisters, | was
thankful that we were able to build precious
friendships through some ice—breaking games.
Through sharing sessions, we were able to
laugh, cry, and share experiences together.

| want to thank the brothers and sisters from
Taiwan for passionately and genuinely caring
for us and seeing us as one family in Christ. You
have set an example for us all and God will re—
member your love.

Lastly, about this 2013 RendezVous’ theme "To
Be...”, through the conference speaker’s messages,
missionaries’ testimonies and sharing, the worship
songs and all varieties of activities, I've found the
most important answer: In God’s eyes, | am His
precious son.

(English translation)
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There have been many “firsts” in this journey,
such as my first time on a plane traveling be-
yond Guangdong province, first time partici—
pating in a conference and mission trip outside
of my church, and first time meeting young
adults from different churches and parts of the
world. Aside from the trip itself, | still find my-
self processing the details of my sentiments.

Unlike my past experiences in mission trips, this
time | was mainly an observer, participating
and helping when opportunities arose. | was
impressed by the missionaries’ energetic per—
formances for the children. All the helpers were
serious but also relaxed in their preparation and
were serving joyfully — maybe this is a Western
cultural difference from the East. One night we
went to a meeting at a couple’s home. My first im—
pression was that their home was so warm and
comfortable, which was a great contrast to my
original perception that missionaries had to live
a hard and difficult life. But on further thought,
| realized there’s no reason why they shouldn’t
be comfortable since it could invigorate them to
push further and achieve more. It's easy to just
say that their whole family moved to the Field
to live and serve, but much of the hardships and
difficulties they experience are left unspoken.
The fact that each family member has a Chinese
name and their children can speak fluent Manda—
rin just shows a bit about the parents’ thinking
and intentions. On the morning of the Sunday
worship, the father handed out portions of break—
fast to his son who in turn passed the food to the
beggars on the street. The concept of loving your
neighbours sounds easy but not everyone who
hears this commandment follows through; not to
mention teaching your child to do it as well!

"'would like to thank all the pastors and CAWF for
all/your efforts'and preparation and all the young
delegates for your participation and energy. |
hope we will dedicate our youth and energy to
serve our Lord.

(English translation)
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We thank God for giving us the opportunity to
participate in the CAWF RendezVous 2013. This
was not only an experience about missions,
but also a journey to challenge ourselves and
break through boundaries.  Although it was
difficult to arrange time amongst our busy
working and lifestyle schedules to attend the
RendezVous, it was a cross—cultural experience
that could not be missed.

1.Experiencing missionaries’ cross—cultural ex-
periences

We stepped out of our comfort zones for the 10
days and got to know brothers and sisters from
7 countries and learned about the cultural dif-
ferences. The experience was filled with many
communication barriers and laughter just like
how missionaries enter into foreign cultures.

2.To deeply understand a missionary’s submis—
sion to God’s will in their mission fields

Through the speaker and missionaries’ sharing,
we saw the need for the gospel in the mission
fields and the commission to spread the gos—
pel across different cultures. Most importantly,
we learned how to practically care for mission—
aries and support them and their work in their
respective mission fields.

In conclusion, through this conference God allowed
us to reflect upon the world and God's grace for
all. What are we willing to do for God? How do
| participate in mission work?

(English translation)
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I'm thankful to have met people who are of dif-
ferent nationalities yet share the same religion.
| learned about the gospel's needs in different
parts of the world. Even though the gospel is
free in certain places but materialism continues
to consume the hearts of many people. Whereas
in other places though the gospel is forbidden,
the seed of the gospel continues to take root
and grow. I'm also thankful to have met a group
of passionate and dedicated pastors and see the
Lord’s mercy and love through them.

In this journey, the Lord allowed me to experi-
ence what service means. In the last sermon of
the conference, Pastor Vinh Doan spoke of Abra-
ham’s faith by offering up his son like how pas—
tors and missionaries by faith offer up their lives.
The brothers and sisters that serve in Qingyuan
offer up their time, money, and effort to serve the
poor, help educate rural children, fundraise for a
church building without knowing when they will
reap any harvest. Regardless, all these acts were
done willingly and cheerfully, just like how Jesus
willingly sacrificed himself for people’s sins. All
this is done without seeking repayment or im-—
mediate results, but relying solely on faith in our
Lord. This made me to reflect whether God would
be pleased with my shaky faith in only serving in
areas where | feel able.

I've learned so much in this journey that it's
hard to write it all down. Finally, 'm very grate—
ful to have attended this meeting. | hope that it
will be held annually so that more young adults
can come to know and participate in God's Great
Commission.

(English translation)
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